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On Dec. 5, at a news conference in Mexico City, Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega said that he
had canceled a trip to the UN because the US had placed unacceptable restrictions on his travel and
the size of his party. Ortega had visited Mexico for the inauguration of President Carlos Salinas de
Gortari. He said he had been planning to fly to New York to discuss the latest Central American
peace initiative and to plead for international aid to repair damage from Hurricane Joan in October.
The US, the president said, had refused to issue visas for half his party and had also refused visas for
Nicaraguan journalists who wished to accompany him. He also said the US had limited his travels
to four boroughs of New York City, which he said would prevent him from visiting the home of the
Nicaraguan chief delegate to the UN, who lives in Westchester County. US officials said that visas
had been issued for Ortega, his wife, his son, and 15 other Nicaraguans, but that visa requests for 14
other people had been rejected because they were not submitted 15 days before the trip. (Basic data
from AP, 12/05/88)
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